
 

 
 

 

Online Tutor Packet 
Dear Dedicated Tutor, 

Thank you, thank you, for being willing to start the 2020-2021 school year by 
tutoring virtually with your student or possibly with a new student! Tutoring online 
is not our first choice. There will be challenges, but we do believe it will be an 
effective way to connect with kids, help them academically and give them a chance 
to hear of God’s love for us.   

Your willingness to invest your time and energy is a gift to the students, especially 
at this time. Your student may not express their gratitude to you for the gift of your 
time. On their behalf, know that we see you and appreciate you!  

May this year of tutoring be a blessing in your life because we know it will be a 
blessing in the child’s life. Thank you! 

 

“I thank God through Jesus Christ for all of you…”    Romans 1:8a 

Research shows that students who have a mentor are: 

 46% less likely to begin using illegal drugs 
 52% less likely to skip school 
 58% achieved higher grades in social studies, languages,  

and mathematics 
 64% developed higher levels of self-confidence 
 Students in Whiz Kids have 50% fewer behavior referrals! 

 

Whiz Kids tutor resources can be found: 
https://www.whizkidstutoring.com 

Click on the ONLINE RESOURCES button at the top of the page. 

  



 

 
 

Tutor Responsibilities 
 

 Honor your commitment to tutor your student online using a Zoom call 
once a week for the school year (October through April). 
 

 Notify your student and coordinator if you are not able to attend a 
tutoring session.  It is also your responsibility to make any arrangements 
with the site substitute (if there is one available).  
 

 Come prepared to the Zoom call with a plan or ideas for your time with 
your student.  It’s good to add variety to your plan throughout the year. 
 

 Get tutoring resources from the Whiz Kids’ website: 
https://www.whizkidstutoring.com  

 
 Seek the assistance of the on-site School Liaison for help with 

tutoring ideas, as well as your student’s needs.  
 

 Build a relationship with your student that is based on respect.  Be a 
listening friend that cares and is interested.  Remember that praise goes a 
long way with your student. 

 Whenever possible, give your student choices, i.e., “Would you like 
to read first or do homework?”  
 

 Show firm kindness if your student tests you. (eg. “I know you want 
to get up and move around, let’s do that in 5 minutes”.) 

 
 Participate in Club Time on the Zoom call with your student. Tutors will 

be asked to send Club Permission forms to parents.  
 

 Follow all Whiz Kids safety protocols. 
 

 Check in and connect with your student’s parent every week through texts 
or phone calls. 

 Re-send Zoom link or reminder before each tutoring session.  
 

 Email club permission forms to your student’s parent. Whiz Kids will 
provide an electronic form for parents to complete. 

 



 

 
 

  

Other Things…. 
 

Club Time 
Club Time takes place right after tutoring and will last up to 15 minutes. This is the 
part of our program where we share the gospel in a fun way. Once the Breakout 
rooms close you will automatically be moved into the main session for Club Time 
where the club leader will deliver an interactive message. Also during this time, we 
make announcements, sing, and recognize the Star of the Week. We ask the tutors 
to participate online with their student.  

If your student’s parent or guardian has not agreed for their child to attend Club 
Time you will end the call with them from the Breakout Room.  

      

Gifts 
The best gift you can give to your student is your consistent attendance and 
individualized attention. If you plan to give a Birthday or Christmas gift, you may 
take the gift to your student’s home. Please remember that a small gift is great.   
 

Outside-of Whiz Kids Activities 
Whiz Kids was designed to be “more than tutoring’. As such, you will develop a 
strong relationship with your student. Whiz Kids typically has enrichment 
activities to help strengthen that relationship. Due to COVID those events will not 
take place this year.  

It is natural to want to connect with your student outside of regular programming. 
Please know that any activity with your Whiz Kids’ student not within the tutoring 
time is not under the legal protection of Whiz Kids Tutoring Program.   

You must get explicit parental permission (we can provide a ‘permission form’); 
and we recommend you do not meet with your student alone.  

  



 

 
 

GUIDELINES FOR INTERACTIONS WITH STUDENTS  

The virtual environment can feel both distant and familiar. You may have a view 
of your student’s home life that you would not otherwise have tutoring face-to-
face. Your student is also getting an ‘inside look’ at your home! It may be that 
during tutoring someone in your home uses profanity that your student hears. You 
may see siblings fighting behind your student, or observe situations you’d rather 
not know about.  

To protect you and our students please keep the following guidelines in mind:  

 The online program will be monitored.  Your Site Coordinator, School 
Liaison and/or your Field Director will be moving in and out of each 
Breakout Room throughout the tutoring hour.  

 If you observe anything suspicious, illegal or inappropriate please notify 
your School Liaison and Coordinator.  

 Please be aware of your background surroundings as well as your attire. 
Tutoring from home can make us forget what we have or don’t have on! 

 Volunteers are not to use substances that impair their ability to think, move 
or speak in the presence of their student.   

 To protect the valuable one-to-one relationship, it is important that tutors 
maintain appropriate physical and emotional boundaries with their student 
and the student’s family.   

 Do not take photos or screenshots of your student. 
 Connecting through social media with your student is not advised.  

 

Appropriate Verbal Interaction with your student should be centered around, 
positive reinforcement, encouragement, exhortation, and praising their good work.  

Tutors should not use cutting remarks or name-calling; humor that is sexual in 
nature – including compliments that relate to their physique or body - “off color” 
or that belittles a person or group; or have sexually oriented conversations. Tutors 
should also not involve youth in their personal problems or having “secrets” with 
youth.  

 

  



 

 
 

Relationship Principles 
1. Be grace-filled and non-judgmental. Your student is an image-bearer of 

God, uniquely created and wonderfully made.  

2. Be open to what your student can teach you (about their culture, their 
thought process, their own understanding of the world). Your relationship is 
reciprocal.  

3. Earn the “right to be heard”. As a consistent presence in your student’s 
life you’ll eventually be able to push them to do hard things or confront 
them with difficult truths because they will know you are ‘for’ them. 

4. Be there consistently or communicate with them or their family when you 
can’t be.  

5. Let go of the should-s and should nots. (My student should care more 
about school, they should sit still, they should not have a flat screen TV, they 
shouldn’t know…)  
 

6. Keep eternity in mind. This is “Kingdom” work and ultimately what we 
want to see are results that last for eternity. 
 

7. Prayer, patience and perseverance will help you! 
 

“My tutor was there for me when I was at my lowest. And going to 
Whiz Kids was like a break….it was a blessing in my life. I got the 
help I needed for school, but also outside of it. I am very thankful….” 

– Quetzalya Correa, former Whiz Kids student and former 
tutor 

 

“My tutor listened to me too much, cared for me too much, loved me 
too much.” 

– Said No Kid Ever 

 



 

 
 

Practical Ways to Connect 
 It’s okay to start tutoring by asking your student how they are and 

talking about your day. What was the best part of the day? What was the 
worst?  

 Follow-up with your student on expressed concerns. 

 Find out what topics (e.g. fixing old cars, dance, or basketball) your student 
is interested in and find reading material on it! 

 On weeks that Whiz Kids doesn’t meet (i.e. MLK Day), reach out to your 
student via phone or text.  

 Set goals (academic and personal) with your student for the tutoring school 
year. Perhaps your student has always wanted to try out for a play. 
Encourage those goals and follow up with them about it! 

 Create a plan together on how to use your tutoring hour each week. 

 Tell your student about yourself…especially about your occupation or 
education. How did you make that choice to pursue your occupation or career 
path? Did you need any specific education to begin that career?  

 What are their dreams for the future? Ask them about their future plans. 

 Find a book that you both can read outside of tutoring and discuss it at 
tutoring! 

 Talk about cultural differences. Start with things like communication 
styles, slang or learn new words in their language. Share something else like 
a favorite "traditional" food, type of music, or event.  

 Learn about a culture that's different from either of yours! 

 Expose yourself to current music and movies to become familiar with what 
‘kids are up to these days’! 
 

 Ask your student how you might pray for them over the week. Share with 
your student how they can pray for you (without getting too personal).  

 



 

 
 

Encouraging Good Behavior 

R.E.S.P.E.C.T. 
 

Review Goals and Guidelines  
At the beginning of each session, review with your student your agreed-upon 
goals & expectations. (eg. “Have fun” and “Learn something” Respect 
Yourself, Respect Others & Our Time,  Respect the Leaders) 

Earn Respect and Relationship 
 Build your relationship around mutual respect.  

Strong Leadership 
“Kids want structure and order—but they just don’t know it”. You are in 
charge - not as a dictator or pushover, but as a “Velvet Brick”, a “Warm 
Demander.” 

Positive Reinforcement  
Kids THRIVE on optimism and celebration - be generous with it. 

Expectations – No limits  
REFUSE to allow your internal thoughts (and words) to place ANY limits on 
your student. Recognize and encourage no limits for your student in their 
academic and professional future. The truth is: WE JUST DON’T KNOW 
WHAT GOD WILL DO with the child you are tutoring, so let “the sky be the 
limit” to your child’s future. 

Commit to a teachable attitude  
Let your student know that though you are in charge, you are learning and 
growing as they are. This approach helps earn that respect. 

Title 

You are probably not “elderly”, but you are older than your student. While 
you are also friends with your student, your friendship must be different than 
their friendship with their peers. One easy way to help subtly and gently 
communicate this differentiation is ensuring the student uses a title when 
addressing you (e.g. “Ms. Natalie”, “Mr. Deon”).  

 



 

 
 

How To Use Your Tutoring Time 
Tutoring should be fun!  Express your own enjoyment of learning and let the 
learning experience be a positive part of your friendship. 

The tutoring session will begin with an opening activity that the coordinator 
initiates. Then you will have 40 minutes for tutoring. Do reading activities for at 
least 20 minutes.  Split the remainder of time between homework and math.   

Whiz Kids tutor resources can be found: 
https://www.whizkidstutoring.com 

Click on the ONLINE RESOURCES button at the top of the page. 

This is a recommendation on how you spend the time.  
Once you get to know your student and assess his needs you may need to use the 

time differently. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Reading or 
word 
building 
20 minutes 

Math 
and/or  
homework 
20 

WHILE YOU’RE ON YOUR ZOOM CALL…. 

 If you encounter technical difficulties, FIRST TRY leaving the Zoom call and coming back. 

 While you’re in your Breakout Room there is an Ask for Help Icon:  it will prompt the 
Coordinator or School Liaison to come into your breakout room to help you.  

 If you cannot reach them this way, you can text them for help.  

 If you cannot resolve your technical difficulties after logging out and back in, and if more than 10 
minutes has passed, leave the Zoom meeting and call your student to let them know you’ll try again 
next week. 

  



 

 
 

Getting to Know You Activities 
First Session 

Spend some time during your first session (or the first few) getting to know your 
student and sharing a little about yourself. The suggestions below might help to 
facilitate that time.  

 Show and Tell – ask your student to find their favorite toy, book, game, 
food, etc. and tell you about it.  
 

 20 Questions (more of an ice breaker) – you know, that game where 
someone has 20 yes/no questions to figure out what you’re thinking. 
 

 True or False – take turns telling each other something that could be true or 
not. Each person decides if the other person is saying something true. (eg. 
One time, I canoed up the Amazon River and caught piranha with the 
Achuar Indians.) 
 

 In Common – try to find things you may have in common with your student 
by asking each other questions.  
 

 Favorite things – ice cream flavor, subject in school, book, person, season, 
food, activity to do when not in school, game, place, etc.  
 

 Bucket List - share things you want to do with your life. Include goals for 
the tutoring year.  
 

 Draw Together – use your share screen or regular paper and crayons to 
draw a picture of your families and share them.  
 

 Share what you do for a living and ask what the student wants to do for a 
job, or what their dream job would look like.  
 
 

  



 

 
 

Reading With Your Student 
Tutors will use the online resource RAZ-KIDS (Reading A to Z) to access thousands of books. Using the 
Share Screen function during tutoring, you and your student will be able to read together and practice 
comprehension strategies while reading.  

Accessing RAZ-Kids  

1. In your browser GO TO RAZ-KIDS.COM  
2. CLICK: KIDS LOGIN 

 

3. TYPE IN whizkidstutoring2014 in 
username box – THEN click go  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. CLICK ON THE READING ROOM 

5. TAP on the STUDENT’S READING 
level or the type of book they want 
to read  (Grade Level equivalents are on 
the following page.) 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Levels 
Use the chart below to help you and your student determine a good starting point. Students in 
Whiz Kids are struggling readers and may need to start with books at a lower grade level.  
 

GRADE  
   

Reading Levels 

K   AA, A, B, C, D 
1st  E, F, G, H, I, J 
2nd K, L, M, N, O, P 
3rd  Q, R, S, T 
4th   U, V, W 
5th  X, Y, Z 
Middle School Z, Z1, Z2 

6. Enter stars AS THE PASSWORD  
 

7. Choose TOPICS or LEVELED Books 
to see and choose books.  

9. Use the stars earned to build a robot 
or space ship in the Star Zone! (As a 
brain break or motivational tool.)  

8. If there is time, TAKE THE QUIZ to 
check for comprehension.  

During the QUIZ, you can go back to the book 
to find the answer by tapping the BOOK icon 
at the top right of the screen. To return to 
the quiz just tap on the? 



 

 
 

Getting Started Reading 
1. Have your student choose a book. Ask why they chose the book. (Build connections and 

background knowledge.)  

2. Then let him/her read a page or two. If he misses 4-5 words on a page, read the book together or 
read book to student. 

3. Pause after each page to discuss what was read. Look at the picture. Ask a couple of questions. 
Comment on what is happening in the story to that point. Have them predict what will happen next.  

4. The comprehension quizzes after every book help you see if your student has understood what 
he/she has read or listened to. And you can return to the book to find the correct answer. 

5. Fiction and nonfiction books are offered. Trade off reading a fiction book one week and then a 
nonfiction book the following week.  

6. When your student reads with confidence and can answer the majority of the quiz questions 
accurately, move on to the next reading level. 

 

Word Building Activities with Your Student 
Sounding Out Strategies 
When your student comes to a word that he doesn't know, tell them the word (this increases their 
comprehension and decreases their frustration). Or, you can try one of the following: 

1. Think about what’s happening in the story and ask what word would make sense.  
2. Check the pictures for clues. 
3. Break the word into chunks by taking off the beginning or ending.  
4. Identify the sounds in the word and try blending them together.  
5. Reread the sentence, omitting the word, to decide what word would make sense. 

 

Sight Word Activities 
Flash Cards – Make flash cards using the sight words that are listed on www.whizkidstutoring.com 
resource page under reading. Or keep track of single syllable words your student can’t read and use 
those words on flash cards 
 

White Board – Use the white board feature on Zoom to print words for your student to read. 
 

Spelling/ Word Building Strategies 
Hangman - with your student’s spelling words. Take turns being the guesser. Give student clues     
like, “It’s a 2 syllable word,” “There’s a long vowel sound”. Etc. 

Word Scrabble – start with a word and ask student to make 5 different words by changing one letter in 
the word.  

Make New Words – Write a multisyllable word on the white board. Race one another to see how many 
words you can make using the letters in the one word. i.e. Vacation: cat, in, tin, tan, ton, action, etc.  

Letter Game – What things can you think of that start with A, B, C… 

Rhyming Game – What rhymes with Bat? Ball? Fix? …  



 

 
 

Colorado Reading Standards 2020 
The following basic reading skills may show you where there are gaps in your student’s learning. From kindergarten 
through third grade, children need these skills to learn how to read. The focus changes starting in 4th grade to 
reading to learn. Each list of skills is what students should know by the end of that school year.  

 
Grade Skills Reading Levels 
Kindergarten □ count syllables in spoken words 

□ produce rhyming words 
□ name all upper and lower case letters 
□ make new words by changing sounds/letters in 1-syllable words 
□ identify new meanings for familiar words 

RAZ-Kids: A – D 
DRA: A – 1 – 6 

First Grade 
 

□ sound out single syllable words 
□ distinguish long and short vowel sounds  
□ understand features of a sentence 
□ sound out 2-syllable words by breaking a word into syllables 
□ know spelling patterns for long vowel patterns 
□ create new words by rhyming 
□ read sight words 
□ get clues to meaning of a word from the sentence 
□ describe character, settings, and major events using key details 

RAZ-Kids: E- J 
DRA levels - 4 to 16 
 

Second Grade 
 

□ sound out words using prefix/suffixes 
□ distinguish long/short vowels 
□ read multi-syllabic words 
□ read grade level text accurately and fluently (with intonation and 

punctuation) 
□ use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of unknown words 
□ answer questions who, what, where, when, why to demonstrate 

understanding key details 
□ summarize main idea 
□ read and comprehend informational texts 

RAZ-Kids: K- P 
DRA levels - 8 to 28 
 

Third Grade 
 

□ know meaning of prefixes/suffixes 
□ read multi-syllabic words 
□ read grade level text accurately and fluently 
□ use sentence-level context, knowledge of root word to determine 

meaning of a new word 
□ identify main topic, key details and how they support main idea 
□ summarize central ideas 
□ identify cause/effect and compare/contrast relationships 

read and comprehend informational texts 

RAZ-Kids: Q - T 
DRA levels - 18 to 40 
 

Fourth and 
Fifth Grades 
 

□ identify main topic, key details and how they support main idea 
□ summarize central ideas 
□ identify cause/effect and compare/contrast relationships 
□ read and comprehend informational texts 

 

4th grade:  
RAZ-Kids: U-W 
DRA levels – 20-50  
5th grade: 
RAZ-Kids: X – Z 
DRA levels – 40-60 

 



 

 
 

Colorado Mathematics Standards 2020 
The following basic math skills may show you where there are gaps in your student’s learning. Each list of skills is 
what students should know by the end of the school year.  
 

Grade/Skills Grade/Skills 
Kindergarten 
 Use number names and count in sequence 
 Compare numbers 
 Work with numbers 11-19 
 Describe addition as ‘adding to’ and subtracting as ‘taking 

from’ 
 Identify, describe and draw shapes 

First Grade 
 Add and subtract to 20 
 Solve problems using addition and subtraction 
 Tell and write time to hour and half-hour 
 Compare and contrast shapes and their attributes 

Second Grade 
 Add and subtract within 20 fluently; be able to solve 

problems within 100 
 Count within 1000; read and write numbers to 1000 
 Skip count by 5s, 10s, and 100s 
 Know from memory all sums of 2 one-digit numbers 
 Understand place value; hundreds, tens and ones 
 Measure and estimate lengths (inches, feet, centimeters and 

meters) 
 Work with time to the nearest five minutes and money  
 Compare and contrast shapes and their attributes 

Third Grade 
 Develop an understanding of fractions using a number 

line; and equivalent fractions 
 Solve problems using multiplication and division 
 Multiply and divide within 100 
 Fluently add and subtract within 1000 
 Interpret data on a graph 
 Use concepts of area and perimeter 

 

Fourth Grade 
 Perform multi-digit arithmetic 
 Extend understanding of fractions by putting them in order 
 Use decimal notation for fractions and compare them 
 Use the four operations with whole numbers to solve 

problems 
 Gain understanding of factors and multiples 
 Understand concepts of angle and measure angles 
 Draw and identify lines and angles 

Fifth Grade 
 Understand place value 
 Perform operations with multi-digit whole numbers and 

with decimals to hundredths 
 Add and subtract fractions 
 Extend understandings of multiplication and division 
 Represent and interpret data 
 Graph points on the coordinate plane 

 
Sixth Grade 
 Understand ration concepts 
 Divide fractions by fractions 
 Find common factors and multiples 
 Solve one-variable equations 
 Develop understanding of statistical variability 
 Solve math problems involving area, surface area and 

volume 

Seventh Grade 
 Add, subtract, multiply and divide rational numbers 
 Solve problems using numerical and algebraic 

expressions and equations 
 Use random sampling to draw inferences about a 

population 
 Draw, construct and describe geometrical figures 
 Solve math problems involving angle measure, area, 

surface area and volume 
Eighth Grade 

 Work with radicals and integer exponents 
 Analyze and solve linear equations 
 Understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem 
 Solve problems involving volume (cones, spheres) 

 

 



 

 
 

Fun Online Math Activities  
 

 What time is it?  Show your watch on screen. Ask your student what 
time is it? What time will it be in 30 minutes? What time will it be in one 
hour? Use the white board feature to write the times down on paper and 
the white board. 

 Flash cards   Write down on paper or the white board addition, 

subtraction, multiplication or division problems for the student to solve.  

 Quiz your student on Math facts.  Time them and see how many they 
can get in 1 minute. 

 Money    Count the money you have in your pocket 

 Story Problems    Make up story problems using addition, subtraction, 
multiplication or division. 

 Change in my pocket (ex. “I have $0.73 in my pocket, what coins do I 
have?”) 

 The “answer” game – Use these 5 numbers (make up 5 and both write 
them down on paper) ex. “What are different ways you could use these 
numbers to get to 12?” 

 Estimating – ex. Which answer do you think will be higher? 21+3 or 30+9?  

 How many ways can you make: $0.25, $0.50, $0.75, $1.00 – record 
answers on paper or white board (see if student can get actual coins in 
front of them to use) 

 Football Score: The Broncos scored 17 points and the Raiders scored 13 
– what happened?  2 touch downs and one field goal?  

 Ask Siri – come up with a question – how far, how big? Who can get 
closer before you ask 
How big is an elephant?  How much does whale weigh?  What’s bigger?  
What’s the smallest animal in the world? 

 Khan Academy – Math app: Videos and in-depth activities for all 
grade levels 

 Whiz Kids resource page -https://www.whizkidstutoring.com/tutors 



 

 
 

 Using Zoom with Math Activities 
 

 Whiteboard 
o Drag cursor to the bottom of your screen. Click on share 

screen. Next click on whiteboard. You will have many 
options, including text color, size, eraser, and full screen. 

o Link to a video demonstration: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1F5sBMWZyk 

o Return to main screen, click on Stop Sharing 
 

 ‘Seeing’ Homework 
o Have student hold their homework sheet up to their 

screen so you can see it. 
o Or student can read each question to you and you can 

write the problem on the whiteboard 
 

 Share screen 
o Drag cursor to bottom of screen and click on share 

screen. 
o Another option is sharing your desktop which may have a 

math app ready to play. 
 

 


