
Ball at the Wall 
 
Write letters or words (sight words, words they struggle with, etc.) on pieces of pa-
per. Tape the papers to a wall. Give the child a soft ball (or crumpled piece of paper) 
and when you tell the child a letter or word, they try to throw the ball at the coordi-
nating paper. You could make it a little extra challenging and work on balance by 
having the child stand on one foot. This same concept would work with math equa-
tions...you say the answer and the child hits the coordinating equation  
(or vice versa). 
 
  

Words on the Floor 
 
Read books together.  Write down every word the child struggles with or misses al-
together.   After about 20 or more words are on papers, spread them out on the 
floor about 10 – 20 feet away.  Give the student a word (or two) and have him go 
get that word and bring it back and use it in a sentence (verbally or written on a 
white board).  Try to fool the student by saying a word that isn’t on the floor.  This is 
good for kids who need to move and struggle with reading. This same idea could 
also be used with sight words. 
 
  

Puddle Jump 
 
Write words or math problems on blue paper or paper plates. The child jumps from 
one puddle to the next and says the word (and maybe uses it in a sentence or gives 
you the definition) written on the puddle or solves the math equation. 
 
  

Kaboom 
 
Write a bunch of math equations, active exercises (jumping jacks, hoping, etc.) and 
the word “kaboom” on popsicle sticks and put them in one cup. Whenever you have 
a chance, grab one, do what it says, and move the stick to the Done cup. If you get 
kaboom, you must put all the sticks back. 
 

 
The Number Line Game 
 
Lay down numbers 0 – 10 in order with each number on a separate piece of paper.  
The student adds or subtracts by moving on the number line to solve the problem.  
 Ex: 2 + 5 = 7 (Student starts at 2, moves 5 spaces, tells the answer).  
 

Active Learning Activities 


